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Te Peter Coyne, Manager, John Gxley Youth Centre

This letter details events concerning the outing to the Lower Port.als
at Mt Barney on Tuesday Hay 24, 1988, :

I departed the Jolm oxl&y Youth Centre at approximately &,30am In Lhe
company of Gordon Cooper; and Jerff Manitzky {Ztaff Hembers},

A

= ; T Lt%i”“‘arrlved at the Lower )
Partals parking area at a_pproximateflg .L0,00am We set off to walk mtcr
the area and I proceeded with the graup"fi“;f -faster walkers and arrived
at the Lower’ Portals at approximately li“,igam.

tpon arrival we selected a lunch a e{g\,&_. ef;;our backpacks and hegan to
explore the river environment, A gmup or . ouths‘ dncliuding @
. 2 wand Annette beade’ ggtream on the far s.tde of
: the river towards the Lower Portals malhn Dol (80 metres upstream] and
I followed along with them, At the, paal m and GEBIRE waded near
the edge as the water was very colo@iff approximately 15 minutes we
began to head back to the lunch ards: & bays began heading
downstream Annette removed her Jeam" and hegan to wade. She accidently
slipped and fell into thé pool.' Apnetfe continued down the side of the
river adjacent ot the lunch azea whera she threw her jeans from a large
rock to Gordon Cooper. The other bpy.s- and Il,continued along the far
* bank of the river to the lunch areditoAiieite climbad from a large

rock, directly to the .lunch area. %;(
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The slower walkers arr.wed at the l.lgn‘c':’_ ea;—;at approxmately 12, 00 amd
began to explore., I had lunch at ﬁlﬁ:é‘?t.ufq’wlth ; --
: and GEERE. over the next 15-20 minutes” others also had

lunch,

A group consisting of m Annette and & moved
across the river-and began to dmft&?upstraagfh I was moving back and
forth across the stream and returndétito thé%iunch area to get the video
camera, QESUSEE came with me and He:i_be_g,aq to'video the area
{approximately 10 minutes).

Jefl Hanitzky indicated thab he thougbl: t.ha group had headed up the
bank near the larger pool and that ‘heiwas going to check. I crossed
the stream from the lunch area and (nnve:gi _to the upper pool where I

began to whistle loudly as we had uéé'd&‘ i "é?‘ ignal throughout the

morning to keep the youths tagethez‘ ! .
T' SFEY
Y returned to the Jlunch area at approx.tmately‘ 12.45pm and was informed
by Karen and Sarah that Gordon had Eme to assist Jeff in locating the

group. They returned at apprax.lma&:éeég 12.50pm,
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Wa set off on the return journey at, a}f)@g%%mately 1.10pm and arrived
back at the car park at approx.tmatr—ﬂ 10pm.

as we approached the car park on a 35wnward track four of the boys’

indicated they were going to ithe to.ilﬁf .b.‘;’ock and raced towards f&, I
proceeded to the mini~bus which wa pax:kad,‘jt_tgaa metres from the toilet
Facilities and began to pack the bu "?f‘frsgst of tha group ,
congregated near the yehicles, We % jp.m.zous that -the boys were |,
still at the todlets and I proceeded® n{‘?estigate only to dzscover S
that Four boys had absconded, Ttaay“wer v G g .

I t: was decided that Gardor;a Cooper and myg&lfj_yould’ take Lthe car with

the remaining three youths and dmve."' Lo tbg(,nearest Police Station to

report the abscondings, The other three staff. remained at the car

park, Instead of driving' to Rathdowney or Boonah wa stopped at the

rirst farmhouse and I phoned the Rathdowney Police and the.John Oxley . . - '

Youth Centre, The time was approximately 3,15pm, -~
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I-returned in the vehicle to relate to the othser staff at the car park
that the Police Officer From Rathdowney was on his way to the parking
area, Gordon Cooper, myself and three youths then proceeded to return
to the Centre, We passed and flagged the Rathdowney Police Officer on
otur way out of the Mt Barney reserve {approximately 3.30pm}. He spoke
briafly to ws and as I had phoned him he asked for my full name, He
arrived back at the Centre at 5.0t5. :
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R. 7. O'Hanley {Teacher)




