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HARSH diséipline was not
the way to reform young of-

fenders, the manager of the

John Oxley Detention Cen-

tre-at Waeal, Mo Peter,

Coyne. said yesterday.

He satd he and his stoff sup:
ported the centees philosophy,
dexpite the sllegations that the
centre had. becoine 2 hofiduy
camp for young criminuls.

The Family Services Minis-
ter, Mr Sherrin, suid the alle-
palions were “'a case of sour
grapes”.

They had been made by @
“former centre employee who
had been transferred because
fre had been unable to perform.
© My Sherrin said: “His fecl-
ihgs arc ceriuinly not cepre-
sentative of the majority of the
centrysstall

“There may be 1 few staff
members here who don™t apree
with my principles,” he said.

“But the majority are mast
supportive,

CUWe are minung Lo create 2
family-type situation where
there 1s approprisie discipline
but where the kids have 1o
make their own choiges”

Thé John Oxley Centre hax
beeh operationad for 1w yeurs,
I llows, inmates privijeges
sueh e elevision, their ewn
rooms und piped music. 11 aiso
P bars and locked doors.

It is a Swate Governmeny
projeet aimed al changing the
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vouthrdetention sysiem for the
betler.

Mr Coyne said: “The facili-
ties arg extremelv sccure, In i
two years thery bas been only
one iamuic who hus broken
out,

Wi have 1 system here
avhich encourages the inmates
to tead nop-offending lives. By
teaching them arts and ¢ralis,
educating them and pilowing
them to work as a family group
we are preparing them o cope
in the world outside.

~We are building up their
confidence and thewr respect
for themselves and for others.”

Mr Covne, who has o seven-
veur background in dealing
i ims of child abuse, has
been with the centre for 16
manths.

He said the.centre, which
ook boys between 10 and 13
who had been commilied and
gitls between 102nd 17, grided
itself on i1y rehabilitation
SETVICEs.

My Sherrin said e was
more than impressed with
what wis being achieved by
the centre and shured Me
Coyne's belief that 1 should be
tor rehabilitation, ol punish-
ment.

“Wy do not want the John
Caley Centre 10 bogems
penralised.” e Sherrin said.

“itis un institudios which
abrms to get voung people’s ives
back on the ruifs. The idea is (o
heep these kids — some of
whom are as young a8 10 —
cut of piaces like Boggo
Road,”

Mr Sherrin descrided the
threaincidents, referred to in
The Courier-Muil yesterday a5
misleading,

“First, the young female
murderer who uliegedly was
taker o dinser by staffat tax-
payers' expense was being tak-
e by staif in iheir own time
d with their own money.™ he
d.

“The gir) involved had been

JOHN Oxley Centre manager,

potentizlly suicidal and her
family and the cenire stall de-
cided n dinner would buek her
up.

“Since then. the girl's atti-
tude has béen much more posis
tive and she feels she hasa lile
ahead of her: That is the type
of thing Joha Oxley wants te
achiove,™ .

the sigicr of
Lthe ipwichiarsonist who wasal-
legedly flown.frem Cairns foru
birthday party at axpayers’
expense actually livediat
Childers. She had been offersd
a bus. fare 10 visit her brother
at the cenire bat refused.

As Tor the 15-year-old

Temale inmate who was

Mr Peter Coyne . . . bars.

claimed to bave been raped,
Mr Sherrin said the femsle
had been 17 2nd thail no
charges had been laid.

*I have been informed that
the girl’s mother was consuited
and that the girl was encour-
aged 10 lay charges,” he said.

“Both the mother and the
girl said they prafgrred notto.™

Mr Coyne suld when in-
mates did something weong
ey were sens po Lheir ToOmMS
for 2¢ bours and, if the matier
was serious. the police were
contacted and the normal pro-
ceedings ook place.

“If, for example. 2 kid a3~
saulis o stalf member wnd that
sinlf member wants 1o lay

bat rehubilitation & aim

churges it will be done,™ he
said.

*“And if the s1afT assaolt the
inmnates the same applies.”

My Coype said thal he had
4xket Mr Sherrin not to over-
reuct 1o, Wednesday night's
rivt by allowing one Indident to
wint the cenlre’s reputation.
ung thal Mr Sherrin agreed.

The | 4-year-ofd boy respons

wibleshus since been senl (o

Wistbiook, or the Darling
Dows; wh

Ar-Sherris:saig he was wn-
noxed thit u coupleof people’s
grievinees could tarnish the
‘posilive work the staff ar John
Oxley put fnto it inmates.,
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THE State Government's
John Oxdey Youth Detea-
tion Centre a1 Wacol was d
holiday camp for young
crintinabs, staff said last
-might,

arpeted ensuites,

e
video recorders, TVs,

tennis conris, baskotball -

cours,” d worker said, -

‘Another eited u $16,000
rirotocross track, {¢lly équipped
with teail bikes, as one of many
‘abuses of public funds at John
Oxley. '

Staffsaig they were seared Lo
gojlo work at the centre where,
H they did not have a_ rapport
with: the childeon, they were
“dead meat™. .
T stalfl members asked not
40 be named, for fear of
reprisals, '
FEE ECONARLrS Wenk on a
rampage of destruction it the
venlire on Wednésday nighe. St
story belosi] T

A serving officer with more
than sevén’ years' experiense
said siaﬁ.hag catled repeatedly
for extra workers to police the
centre’s throe main wings.

*They bave their own rooms,

By PAUL WHITTAKER

There were only two officers
on cuchshift, “1Bone goes (g the
toited, the sther is pladed in 2
poteatially, valatile siuation,”
ke workersaid,

“*Thie public would be

surprised to Iearn that most of
these children, some.as youn
as 1}, bekave dike hasdene

erimingls; We have rapists, |

murderers, arsonists — you
name i, they are alf here.

“Fhe whole phitesophy of
John Oxlgy is wrong. These
kide are living in a paradise
here, aot-4 sceure disclplined
eaviconmepl that is noded,

“The place has not been de-
signed to,cope with these chil-
dren — it was designed for wel-
fure cases! aol the hard cases
we have Aaw.”

Afariniée youth worker, who
rusigned from the centré six
‘months ago after serving there
for \wi years, suid the children
awere [recito do as they liked
withinat féar of retribution,

One worker sald the children
tived in ap environment similar
to motel uccommodation.

“They e coming inlo a situ-
atipn they can't comprehend, a
world where anything gocs,”
the vworkensaid.

Police late as youths run
riot at detention centre

POLICE took more than an
haur ¢ attend a disturbance atn
, Wico!.youlh detention centre
sghere at foast ene’ fonial

pack rape. S
E X oy, i4, who altepedly ted
1hg riglf whs in selitary
coiftigem¢nt late yesterday.

§ COrpminal chirges will be laid

agé boy and a iceaage ghi ab-
1egedly Invohed in Wednesday
night’s feacas,

Vie Famlly Sersices’ Minis.
tery Mr Sheerin, told Stale Par-
lament.ahoot the incldent
yesterday, " e .
| Btaff at the cénire fled and
locked themseles:in a control
rodm while wpiting for. police
and dog squads. R

Eight of.the cenfre’s iniates

; o stalf’
niembed was tlircatened with

By LINDY ROWETT and
DAVID ROSS

sere o the loose af one stage.
Five of these relused o join in,
despite heing bashed and
threaternod,

The drér,ua ended suddenly

-wlicn ‘the centre’s manaper ar-

agdiist the yoisthy anather teen. rivediund eynironte

two
vouths, armed with mefal pipes,
as they were frying to escape,

Thé manager, Mr Peter
Coyng, disarmed the two ggital-
cd youths and took them to 2
Hsecure oom”

O of the youlhs — the 14-
year-old — has been placed in
wha( we cafln se¢lusionrovm to
keep M’ imder obsersation,?”
Mr Cpyne said yesterday
zHerngon,

“We car't even louch these
children, other than the use of
baste restraint, We are (oreed
toexplain every single action of
decisten while these delipquents
are being tredled with kid
ploves.”

One worker saidi “This Is a
ail full of criniifdls who should
be treated accordingly.

"It the kids are allpwed to
do & they please. Workers are
spat at, kicked and punched.

. “These children know now
that if they aee picked up on the
street and po to court, there jsa
Better life waii'?'lg for theny at
Oxley with pocket moncy, ciga-
reitcs and aft of life's title
pfeasures, which explains why
we have so many re-offenders.”

¢ Workets cited many exgm-
ples of lax seeurily #t John
Oxley including:

oA young female murderer,
yeryving life, who wis taken for
dinper on her birthday in the
vampany of five other stalf at
laxpayess’ capense,

w AN tpswich arsonist whose sis-
tes was flawn fiom Cairas fora
birthday party, also al
{axpayers’ cxpense.

* A 5-year-old female inmate
who was raped duringanart ex-
cursion by three 14-year-old
feHow inmales.

_ “Any percieved need these
kids have, they get it, If they
usk for a pinball machire, they
will probably get that too,” a
waorker said.

“They can ath smash_ their
fooms up as.an expression of
the frysteation and injustice of
being In a detention cenire,

“The deparinient believes it
is betier 10 ropluce damaped
equipment than have children
physically restrained by stall,

“The punishment meted out
1o these offeaders can range
from a $1 fine, or the loss of
privileges, such as the daily
ration of cigareties.”

Wedaesday night's. rampage
was “the tip of the iceberg®, o
warker said.

An entite wing ol the contre
was closed dewn recently
because of destruction.




