
























































ABORIGINAL & TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER FAMILY SUPPORT SERVICE

BROKERAGE REQUEST

Client’s Name:

Client’s Date of Birth:

| Name of person requesting brokerage: _|

Is brokerage linked to a goal listed in the Shared Family Agreement: |

Yes No

L
L]

If No, provide reason for the

lf_VVe's, state which goal:

What does the client need?

Why does the client need it?

this need elsewhere?

What have you done to meet

What result are you seeking?

Name of Service Provider:

Method of Payment:

Choose an item. If Other, please specify:

Amount:

Far Financial Delegate Use Only

Is the expenditure approved: |[[ | Yes [ ] No

If No, provide reason:

If Yes, enter the Request No.

Name:

Position:

X

Click here to enter a date.

AMOUNT EXPENDED

For Administration Use Only

Date

Invoice Number Amount

Balance Remaining |

Family Support Service | Last Updated 4 April 2011





































































































































































































































26 Jo zg sbed PY1 )B3d U0I323304d P|IYD JSpuE|s| HenS SaLI0] Pue [eUISIIOqY puejsuasny

‘Aejap
paemyme 10 Ayidua| e 1noyum / api|s 01 arow Suipuodsas AYndiyip ssusliadxa 01 ssnuiuod dnois Yyl H

*$321n125 oddng Ajjwing Jof
J1omawoif 3213904d 2y} 3w 03 12y12603 AW0I 03 Paau YUyl NoA op sjjpfs pup sanjoa ‘abpajmouy 3oy |

40m ayj op 03 sjjys Aipssaszau ay) ssassod pup sanjoa Jojiwis uo aduppioduil 3aojd

‘sjplia3ow 33ua13fa1 3wps 3y} woif abpaymouy moip 03 spaau 1axiop) 1oddns Ajjuind Yyooa spiom Jayzo

uy - y4omawnif 331330.4d 30y} 03 Buip103I0 Y10M 03 SPaaU JaNIOM Joddns Aflup YID3 PUD YIOMBWDLf
221300.4d paipys b spaau uoi3pzIupbio 3yl uayl - A1aljap adinias uj Aualsisuod aq o3 buiob si aiayy i spiom
N, 43y3o ur - Aom Jpjuils o Ut yiom 03 bujob aio uonoziupbio up Jof Bupjiom siayiom poddns Ao o Ji

“SJI{S J13Y3 puD $3n|oA Jj3y3 ‘a6pajmouy |
&g0 a1 op o 413y} uo sayjal 1oy} Juayj2 J0f Sawo33No 3Inpoid pup SIS JAAISP 0F HIOMIWDLS 3213004d D aADY A3y |

u 0 ad| W4 @ 500
gDt S | ppaisuj “yiom 12y3 op 03 J1uDYIBL D 10 JBPJING D 31| ‘S5[003 fO 33S D IADY 3,USIOP JYIOM Loddns Ajjwny v |

s||pys/sanjen/oBpojmowy Jeym

*(mojaq sayo3) u suonsas8ns aas) U Suuamsue AYndiip dusLRdxa |
Asy1 41 uonrsanb ay3 Sujwelyss Jo uonewsopul [euoippe Suipiroid Ag dnoss ayi wo.y sasuodsas Ud1jS 03 Al

W 9 epIS e dnoJg ay3 01 uoiisanb ayl peas pue 94 IpIIS MOYS

INZLSAS INIWIDVYNVIA 3SVD FHL S NOISSIS | sulw gpnoyp

S224N0Say | JUlaluo)

uejd uoissag — uoijanpuj 33iai3s Hodns Ajiwed

S310N SAHOLVYLITIDV4









25 4o gg abey P31 )E3d U0I3I3104d P|IYD 49pue|s| 1els S3140] pue [euiSiioqy puejsussnp

‘Aejap
paemsime 1o Ayl3us| e InoyUM TG 3pI|S 01 aAow Suipuodsal AYndyp 3ousLdxa 0} senuiued dnols ayl |

¢34 wayshs Juawabouply aso) v fo sasoyd inof ayl 3oym aw [j23 nok up)

“inof awps ay} sAom|o

3ip “Janamoy sanjasway) sasoyd ayy ‘auop sburyl 3126 03 paau Aayl sawpifawi ay3 ‘asn Aay3 swuof 3oym
‘uonow.ofu) pi1o33ai Aay3 moy ‘op A3y3 3oym — sasoyd inof ayy fo yana suoyIL uonbZIUDBIO YID MOY SI
asuaiaffip Ajuo ays — A3afos pj1yd uf uana 4o AIuabp JuaWILUIAOB-UOU J3YIOUD Uf 10 32IAI3S AQ D UI waysAs
Iuawaboupiy asp) o si 3] :3y33Yym Jo ssa|pipbas — waysAs Juawaboupyy asn) A12A3 fo sasoyd inof 3o aiay)

2043 Uo pup pasnaof daay
auoAiana sdjay 31 Ajjouly *op 03 paau A3yl 1oym mouy sia3iop woddns Ajiwng sdjay osio 31 st 43I0
yioddns Ajjwing 113y3 oym fo ssajpiobal a21n13s ay) woif pioddns sppuis a3uaiiadxa sajwnf sdjay siyg

"ssazosd pazipippun)s pup uodn paaibp up Bujsn sayiop poddng Ajiwng yina Aq pabouow aq 03 paau
§aso2 [jo pup — 53503, Pajj0a A|jonsn 310 $33jA13s 1ioddns Ajjwp4 Aq pa1dasdp pup 03 paisafal saiwny

{wasAs quswaleue(y esed e s13EYA

.cso_mnmu.:ut:_mco_ummmm:mmm&u_mccmam:m\p_su_t_nmu:mtmgxm _
T B, Asy3 y1 uonsanb ay3 Sujwedyas 1o uonewloyul |euolppe Suipiroid Aq dnoss ayy wouy sasuodsal 112 03 Al |

0S3pIS e dnoug ay3 01 uonsanb sy} peas pue Qg apijs moys

|
|
|

$321N0S3aY juzjuo)

uejd uoissas — UoiaINpuU| 321A13s Jodng Ajlwiey

S310N SAHOLVLIIDVA






























26 10 oy abed P¥1){E3d UOIII230.d P|IYD J9PUE|S| HeJlS S3110) pue [euiSLIOqY puejsusany

“‘Aejap
piemyme Jo AyiSus| e 3noyum g9 apijs 03 arow Suipuodssa AYndiyip aouaLiadxa 03 sanuuod dnois ayi §|

‘3d2y) aq 03 paau 3ybiw 3oy} uopow.ioful fo adAy ayz anoqo Xyulyl

uay3 — sasoyd asay3 fo Yyo>oa burinp saop iayiop oddns Ajjwng ayl 3oym pup sasoyd asayy Jo asodind ay3
— M3jAaJ pup uonoyuawajduil ‘Guiuupyd Juawssasso fo sasoyd ay) — waisAs Juawaboubly asoJ ay3 INoqo
yuryy ¢asod o buibouow aip A3y 3s[1ym daay o1 paau sayiop 1oddng Ajiuing b saop uopWIOful I0YM

"3WDS 3y} YInw 24 j|iM paJ0ls pup papio3al 3q 03 Spaau 30Yy3 UOIDUWIOfuUl
Jo adA} ay3 ssajaypianaN “uonpwioful 3pif 03 swaisAs pup uonbulIOful P10 03 swiof Juasaffip
asn Aow 53310135 3|dwpxa Jof — s3a21AIa5 Ji0ddns Ajjwpy uaamiaq Jaffip Abw papiolal si uci3DWIOfUI MOH

‘P3401S pup papioial f
oenss licwmasnndiios aq 3snwi uonpwiofu) sjy1 suosoal A)jjIqoaunoddn Jo4 “aspd o fo afij ay3 anoybnoiyy “1axion, uoddns ,ﬁ
Moo i men S Ajwp4 ay3 Aq payniauab Jo - sa1puabp 13y30 pup S|PNPIAIPUI WO — PanIa3ai st Afiwbf b 3nogp uoiow.Iofu]

_ ‘(moj2q s2ijp31 ui suonss83ns 23s) U Suamsue AYnaiyip Adusladxa
R | Asya y1 uonsenb ay3 Suiwesyal Jo uolewaoyul [euoiippe Suipircid Ag dnoas sy} wody sasuodsal 312112 03 Al

$324n0s9Yy _ . jualuU0o)

|
_
|
899pIS e dnouis ay3 03 uonsanb ay3 peaus pue gg apl|s Moys r
|
|

ugejd uoIssas — uoilanpu| 32iAIas Hodns Ajiwe4

S310N SAHOLV1I11DV4

































Australian House of Representatives inquiry into Indigenous youth and the criminal justice
system.®

Despite the evident connection, the issues of Indigenous children’s over-representation in
both the child protection and juvenile justice systems are seen as separate issues rather
than interrelated issues that should be addressed together in a cooperative way. There is
little recognition within Australia that by utilising prevention, early intervention and culturally
competent strategies within the child protection system, over-representation within both this
and the juvenile justice system couid be reduced.

Recommendations

The IPO recommends that:

1.

States explore full and partial seif-governing Indigenous child protection models to
ensure greater [ndigenous responsibility for child placement decision-making,
culturally competent practices and quality outcomes in cultural retention and
preservation. Furthermore the Forum recommends that this process must be guided
by Indigenous principles and values, the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Principles and the Convention on the Rights of the Child,;

States resource and build the capacity of Indigenous peoples and organisations to
develop and maintain targeted early intervention, prevention and reunification
programs that address the underlying causes of the over representation of
Indigenous children within the child protection and juvenile justice systems. Levels of
investment should be proportional to rates of over-representation and effectiveness
should be measured by a reduction in such rates;

States ensure that adequate, mandated and enforceable cultural support plans are in
place for all Indigenous children in out of home care to support their ongoing
connection to culture,

States should joint case planning between child protection and juvenile justice
systems to ensure coliaborative and consistent decision-making that balances the
child protection and justice needs of Indigenous children;

States refocus juvenile justice systems away from punitive models towards human
rights based models in order to address the underlying causes of offending and
promote the overall wellbeing of Indigenous children; and

States are to prioritise the establishment of National Children’s Commissions, which
include an Indigenous Children’s Commissioner, to develop culturally competent
national agendas to address critical human rights concerns impacting upon
indigenous children.

® House of Representatives Standing Committee on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Affairs, Doing Time —
Time for Doing {2011}, 2.4.
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1. Aboutthe NATSILS

The National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Legal Services Forum (NATSILS) is the peak
national body for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander justice issues in Australia. The NATSILS have
almost 40 years experience in the provision of legal advice, assistance, representation, community
tegal education, advocacy, law reform activities and prisoner through-care to Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Istander peoples in contact with the justice system. The NATSILS are the experts on
justice issues affecting and concerning Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.

The NATSILS represent the following Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander legal services:

- Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Legal Service (Qld) Ltd (ATSILS Qld);
- Aboriginal Legal Rights Movement inc. (ALRM);

- Aboriginal Legal Service (NSW/ACT} (ALS NSW/ACT);

- Aboriginal Legal Service of Western Australia {Inc.) (ALSWA);

- Central Australian Aboriginal Legal Aid Service (CAALAS);

- North Australian Aboriginal Justice Agency {(NAAJA}; and

- Victorian Aboriginal Legal Service Co-operative Limited (VALS});

2. introduction

The NATSILS make this submission to the United Nations (UN} Committee on the Rights of the
Child {the Committee) to highlight serious concerns about the worsening situation of Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander young peopEe1 in contact with the justice system in Australia.

The Committee has previously noted its concerns and made recommendations in relation to the
problems faced by Aboriginal and Torres Strait islander young people.” These are not being
adequately addressed by the Australian Government. While some positive steps are being taken to
‘Close the Gap’ on health and education outcomes for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander young
people, little progress is being achieved in the justice system and in some circumstances the
situation is worsening. The current situation has been detailed in the recently released report
‘Doing Time — Time for Doing’® which describes the relationship between Aboriginal and Torres

Strait Islander young people and the justice system of Australia as a “national crisis”.*

The NATSILS seek a new commitment from the Commonwealth, State and Territory governments
of Australia to overhaul the justice system with particular regard as to how it affects and deals
with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander young people. Such a commitment will require a holistic
national strategy between the Commonwealth, State and Territory governments that is prepared
in collaboration with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples {including young people} and
organisations. This commitment must also recognise the rights of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander young people and be based on partnership, collaboration, responsibility, agreed

! Throughout this document the term ‘young people’ is chosen to refer to children and young people aged 17 years or
younger.

? Committee on the Rights of the Child, Concluding Observations: Australia, 40" sess, CRC/C/15/Add.268, 2005.

: Standing Committee on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Iskander Affairs, House of Representatives, Doing Time - Time for
Doing, Indigenous Youth in the Criminal Justice System (2011).

*lbid 2.
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outcomes and the principles of free, prior and informed consent, in accordance with the
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

This submission acknowledges and endorses the comprehensive report of the Australian Non-
Government Organisation {NGO) National Child Rights Taskforce and does not seek to duplicate
the information presented in that report. The NATSILS will instead focus on key issues and their
specific effect on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander young people in contact with the justice
system and seek to provide information that has not already been sufficiently detailed by the
Taskforce.

It is hoped this report will assist the Committee in understanding the situation from an Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander perspective, to ensure targeted questions can be asked of the Australian
Government during its review in 2012 and for solid recommendations to be made with respect to
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander young people in the Committee’s Concluding Observations.
To assist in this process we provide a list of suggested questions and recommendations for the
Committee’s consideration.

Uniess otherwise stated, the questions and recommendations made below are directed at the
Australian Commonwealth Government as the body responsible for ensuring that the rights within
the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) are protected within all jurisdictions of Australia.
This however, is based on the understanding that in implementing the CRC the Commonwealth
Government will need to work with State and Territory governments in areas of their jurisdiction.

_ Family environment and alternativecare .~

3 1 Over-representatlon of Abongmal and Torres Strait islander Young Peopie in Alternatlve
. Care(arts 2,4 and 27) -

The Committee has previously voiced its concerns regarding the over-representation of Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander young people in alternative care.” Despite repeated calls for government
action, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Istander young people continue to be over five times more
likely to be the subject of child protection substantiations than non-Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander young people.® In Queensland for example, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander young
people comprise only 6.3 per cent of the child population yet comprise 31.5 per cent of all young
people in the child protection system.” This over-representation continues to increase. In 2009-10,
approximately 32 per cent per of all young people in alternative care were identified as Aboriginal
or Torres Strait Islander, a 9 per cent increase from the previous year.

3.2 Protection from abuse and neglect (art 19)
Data shows that neglect is the most common form of maltreatment experienced by Aboriginal and

Torres Strait Islander young people.® Neglect is the failure to provide for a young person's basic
needs such as adequate food, shelter, clothing, supervision, education, hygiene and standards of

® Committee on the Rights of the Child, above n 2, [37].
® Richards, K, ‘Juveniles Contact with the Criminal Justice System in Australia’ (2009) AIC Monitoring Reports 07, 19.
7 .

thid.
® Berlyn, C, Bromfleld, L and Lamont, A, ‘Child Protection and Aborigina! and Torres Strait Islander Children’ (2011)
National Child Protection Clearinghouse Resource Sheet April, 2.
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health. The high rates of neglect amongst Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander young people are
consistent with, and reflective of, the high levels of disadvantage experienced by many Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander peoples.9

It is widely accepted that there is a close link between abuse and neglect and the broader issues of
poverty, in all indicators of which Aboriginal and Torres Strait islander peoples rate as the most
disadvantaged group in Australia. For example, the Steering Committee for the Review of
Government Service Provision in its Overcoming Indigenous Disadvantage: Key Indicators 2009
Overview'® found that:

» The infant mortality rate is between two to three times higher for Aboriginaf and Torres
Strait Islander infants than non-Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander infants and the
mortality rate for young people is between two to four times higher for Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander young people than non-Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander young
people (p.14).

» The rate of hospitalisation of young people under the age of five for potentially
preventable diseases and injuries is twice as high for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Istander
young people than non-Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander young people (p.30).

» The death rate from external causes and preventable diseases for young people aged less
than five years is two to five times as high for Aboriginal and Torres Strait islander young
people than non-Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander young people (p.30).

» The adult Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander hospitalisation rate for potentially
preventable chronic conditions is six times higher than the rate for non-Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander adults {p.38).

s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander men and women are five and four times as likely as
non-Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander men and women to die from avoidable causes
{p.39).

= Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples have higher treatment rates for mental
health issues in community clinics, residential care facilities and hospitals compared with
non-Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people (p.41).

» Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander females and males are 35 and 21 times as likely to
be hospitalised due to family violence related assaults as non-Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander females and males (p.24).

= Unemployment is over three times higher for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
peoples than for non-Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people (p.19).

= The average income of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander households is only 65 per
cent of the average income of non-Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander households
{p.22).

» Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples are five times more likely to live in
overcrowded households than non-Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people (p.49).

These statistics show that despite Government initiatives aimed at improving living standards,
such as the Close the Gap campaign and the Northern Territory Intervention, efforts are failing to

? Approximately 40 percent of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples fiving in major cities, outer regional,
remote and very remote areas of Australia live below the poverty line and this rate increases to over 50 percent in
inner regional areas {B. Hunter, Assessing the evidence on Indigenous socioeconomic outcomes: A focus on the 2002

NATSISS {2006) 100).
1% steering Committee for the Review of Government Service Provision, Overcoming Indigenous Disadvontage:
Key Indicators 2009 {2009) Productivity Commission.
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